LEGO Systems, Inc. (Serving the Americas)

While the LEGO Company was founded in Denmark in 1932, LEGO® toys were not sold in the Americas until 1961.

From 1961 to 1973, LEGO products were sold in the United States on a limited basis through a licensing agreement with the Samsonite Corporation.  In 1973, the LEGO Company established an Americas sales company, LEGO Systems, Inc., in Brookfield, Connecticut.

The Company moved to Enfield, Connecticut in 1975.  Today, product packing, distribution, marketing and sales for LEGO business in the Americas (North America and Latin America) are handled from the 203-acre Enfield site.

Because LEGO Systems, Inc. is a privately held company, no financial data is released to the public.

The Company employs more than 1,200 people in the United States and Canada and has increased office, manufacturing and distribution space to 1.2 million square feet.   

How are LEGO® bricks made?

LEGO® elements are molded in Denmark and Switzerland, while they are packaged into finished goods in the United States, Denmark, Switzerland, South Korea and the Czech Republic.  Worldwide, more than 203 billion LEGO elements have been produced since 1949.  

The LEGO Company manufactures seven days a week, 24 hours a day.  The precision molds are made at two LEGO factories in Germany and Switzerland.  They are precise to five-thousandths of a millimeter.  The Company, which prides itself on the large number of special pieces in its System of Play, produces more than 2,000 distinct elements in a wide variety of colors.

For most elements, the Company uses a plastic called Acrylonitrile Butadine Styrene (ABS).  This high-quality plastic is colorfast, durable and non-toxic.

During the molding process, the ABS is heated to 450 degrees Fahrenheit, giving it the consistency of bread dough.  The molds then are pressed together with between 25 and 150 tons of pressure, depending on the element being produced.  It takes seven seconds to cool and eject the new elements.  As a testament to the accuracy of our molding procedures, only 18 parts for every one million produced fail to pass the Company’s exacting standards.  All LEGO elements, whether produced in Denmark or Switzerland, in 1958 or 2001, are fully compatible.
LEGOLAND® Parks

As a means to showcase LEGO® models, the original LEGOLAND Park – LEGOLAND Billund – opened in 1968 in Billund, Denmark, home to the corporate headquarters of the LEGO Company.  The second Park, LEGOLAND® Windsor, Great Britain, opened in March 1996.  The first U.S. Park, LEGOLAND® California, located 30 miles north of San Diego in Carlsbad, opened in March 1999.  The fourth LEGOLAND is currently under construction in southern Germany in Günzburg, and is scheduled to open in 2002.  

All LEGOLAND Parks, based on similar concept definitions, include aspects of the original park.  The key difference among the attractions is that the Miniland block of each Park -- the area devoted to amazingly accurate 1:20 scale models of famous landmarks -- depicts recognizable architectural icons native to that geographical region. 

LEGOLAND Parks combine hands-on attractions, family rides, landscaping, shows, shopping and Miniland -- the “heart and soul” of a LEGOLAND Park.  Full-scale LEGO models (many animated), are placed throughout each Park, adding to its charm and delight.  Appropriately, the first LEGO model encountered in LEGOLAND Billund is a life-size representation of Hans Christian Anderson, Denmark’s master of the fairy tale.  Many popular fairy tale characters are depicted in LEGO bricks in all the Parks.

In Miniland, architectural styles range from region-to-region, with just a few feet separating each country.  Electronically controlled ships, trains and cranes are part of the Port of Copenhagen exhibit at LEGOLAND Billund, which took two years and three million bricks to complete.  At LEGOLAND Windsor, the Changing of the Guard occurs at Buckingham Palace.  All the models are, of course, made from regular LEGO elements.

Models are produced by professional, skilled LEGO Master Model Builders who create the illusion of graceful, natural curves using square bricks and other LEGO elements.  Some models displayed in LEGOLAND Parks are so large they are moved into place one section at a time.  A scale model of Mount Rushmore at LEGOLAND Billund, made from 1.5 million LEGO bricks, was assembled by crane.  More than 1.2 million pieces make up LEGOLAND Billund’s Chief Sitting Bull.  The largest model in LEGOLAND Windsor – a large, playful dinosaur – is constructed of 250,000 LEGO elements.  A strikingly realistic portrayal of Albert Einstein’s face at LEGOLAND California, towers 15 ½ feet tall, and was created from 1.1 million gray LEGO bricks.

LEGOLAND Parks also feature rides and attractions, including the famed “Driving School,” which utilizes traffic safety as a tool to combine learning and entertainment.  Youngsters are guided through a “driving test” in their own electric powered cars.  The rides and attractions at LEGOLAND Parks are suited for the entire family, designed to delight and entertain, while encouraging interaction and play.  Shows are captivating, with the opportunity for audience participation and role-playing.

In March 2001, LEGOLAND Billund will open for its 34th season and LEGOLAND Windsor will mark its fifth year of operation.  LEGOLAND California is the only year-round Park, and will celebrate its second year of full operation on March 20, 2000.    

What would it be like to build with LEGO® bricks all day?  

It has been said that “Play is the work of children.”  At the LEGO Company, however, play is also the work of some adults, known as LEGO® Master Model Builders.  They design and build the fantastic, larger-than-life LEGO creations like the ones seen at the American International Toy Fair in New York City, LEGOLAND® Parks, at the LEGO Imagination Centers®, LEGO factory outlet stores, in traveling LEGO exhibits and at retail stores.

Designs range from life-size elephants and surfboarding hippos to “fire-breathing” sea serpents, full-size Indy racecars, alien spaceships, well-known characters and life-like people.

The Master Builders use the same bricks and elements available in regular LEGO sets at retail; they do not use any customized pieces.  First, they map out their designs on custom graph paper scaled to LEGO brick proportions.  Using the graph paper renderings, they build a prototype model, which they then use to re-create to scale by gluing each piece together brick-by-brick.

While the LEGO Masters share a love of LEGO building, they entered the field of professional play from very different backgrounds.  Danish native Karsten Kristensen has been a Master Model Builder for 25 years, and joined the Company by passing several creative tests – one to design and build a ball using LEGO bricks, and another to build anything he wanted using LEGO elements.  He chose to build his favorite – a clown. David Gold holds degrees in architecture. Steve Gerling has a degree in fine arts and previously worked as a woodcarver.  Dan Steininger has an artistic background, and prior to joining the Company was an actor.  Erik Varszegi studied fine arts and sculpture. 

LEGO® Brand Retail

LEGO Brand Retail stores showcase the unlimited creative potential of LEGO®  products. The LEGO Company’s first permanent exhibit and retail space in the United States, the LEGO Imagination Center® at the Mall of America, opened in August 1992 in Bloomington, Minnesota.
The 5,300-square-foot store demonstrates the limitless possibilities inherent in LEGO toys.  It includes more than 90 large-scale LEGO models displayed throughout its three-story structure including: a 25-foot-tall clock tower, a giant blimp made with more than 130,000 LEGO bricks, dinosaurs, spaceships and more.  It includes a 1,500-square-foot retail section of LEGO products and licensed items.  The LEGO Imagination Center also features a play area where children can create their own LEGO models.

LEGO Stores also are located at the Downtown® Disney Marketplace in Orlando, Florida, at The Shops at North Bridge in Chicago, Illinois and at Disneyland® Resort in Anaheim, California.  Like the original LEGO Imagination Center at the Mall of America, the facilities sell hundreds of LEGO sets from the company’s assortment, as well as unique LEGO gifts and LEGO licensed merchandise.
LEGO® Fun Facts

· The word “LEGO” is formed from the Danish words “leg godt,” which means “play well.”  Later it was discovered that LEGO means “I put together” in Latin.

· A carpenter named Ole Kirk Christiansen started the LEGO Company in Billund, Denmark in 1932.  Like America, Denmark was experiencing an economic depression and Ole Kirk was struggling to make ends meet building houses and making furniture.  So, he turned to making toys because he knew parents would always provide playthings for their children, even in tough financial times.

· An estimated 400 million children and adults all over the world have played with LEGO bricks.

· More than 203 billion LEGO elements have been molded from 1949 to the present.

· It is estimated that kids around the world spend almost five billion hours per year playing with LEGO toys.

· LEGO Systems, Inc. – the Americas division of the company celebrated its 25th Anniversary in the United States in 1998. 

· Two eight-stud LEGO bricks (of the same color) can be combined in 24 different ways.  Three eight-stud LEGO bricks can be combined in 1,060 different ways.  Six eight-stud LEGO bricks can be combined in 102,981,500 different ways! 

· The LEGO Company was established in 1932 and has grown to become one of the world’s largest toy manufacturers.

· The LEGO Company employs approximately 9,000 people in 30 countries, including more than 1,000 people in the United States and Canada.

· In the United States and Canada, there are approximately 1.8 million registered LEGO Maniacs (1.6 million in the U.S. and 200,000 in Canada).

· The LEGO Company named a star in honor of its 65th Anniversary.  The LEGO Star is in the constellation of Ursa Minor, which also includes the North Star. 

· Over the past 60 years, global sales of LEGO bricks have topped 320 billion – roughly the equivalent of 52 LEGO bricks for each of the world’s six billion inhabitants.  

LEGO® Trademark Usage

We at LEGO Systems, Inc. appreciate your help in protecting our valued trademarks.  The following rules will help you use our trademarks correctly. 

1. The word LEGO® and our five major brand names: LEGO® BABY, LEGO®  DUPLO® , LEGO®, LEGO® TECHNIC® and LEGO® MINDSTORMS™ should be written in CAPITAL letters. 

2. Please use our trademarks as adjectives, not as nouns.  For example, refer to our products as “LEGO® toys,” “LEGO® DUPLO® sets” or “LEGO® MINDSTORMS™ robots.”  LEGO products should not be referred to in a generic way, such as “LEGOS” or “legos,” or as plural or possessive words like, “LEGO’s.”

3. The first time one of our registered trademarks appears in copy (especially in a headline or title), it should be accompanied by the appropriate registration symbol (either ®, if the trademark is registered in all of the countries in which it is being used, or TM, if registration is limited or the trademark application is still pending). 

4. Please do not set any of our trademarks in a special typeface or lettering so that the word takes on the appearance of a new logo or design (e.g., LEGO® toys, NOT LEGO®  toys (Italics)).

5. Our trademarks that contain two or more words should never be split/separated on different lines of printed materials.

6. The LEGO logo should only be reproduced with permission.  If there is a need to reproduce a LEGO logo, please contact the Public Relations department at (860) 763-6731 regarding approval and to obtain the trademark’s proper graphic design.  Permission is not required in order to display the LEGO logo as it appears on a product package in a photograph.

Thank you for your cooperation.

LEGO, LEGO BABY, LEGO DUPLO, LEGO SCALA, LEGO TECHNIC, LEGO MINDSTORMS, LEGO DACTA, the DACTA logo, LEGOLAND, LEGO Mania, The LEGO Maniac and LEGO Imagination Center are trademarks of the LEGO Group.

